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Decades in the Making: 10 Years of SOLA Awardees

Tacoma Art Museum Exhibition of SOLA Awardees | July 18, 2026 — February 14, 2027

Seattle, WA — July 10, 2026 — SOLA is proud to announce Decades in the Making: 10 Years
of SOLA Awardees, a landmark exhibition at Tacoma Art Museum, on view from July 18 through
February 14, 2027.

Decades in the Making will present a wide range of work—from intimate objects to large-scale
installations—reflecting the diversity, rigor, and persistence of artists whose practices have
evolved over decades. The exhibition will also include community gatherings and public
programs developed in partnership with Tacoma Art Museum.

Founded in 2016 by Ginny Ruffner and Marge Levy, SOLA (Support of Old Lady Artists) uplifts
and honors the contributions of mature women artists across Washington State. What began as
a single $1,000 award has grown into a statewide movement that includes annual unrestricted
$5000 awards, professional Video Spotlights, and a growing digital archive dedicated to
preserving artists’ stories and legacies.

Marking SOLA’s 10th Anniversary, the exhibition brings together a dynamic group of award
recipients whose work spans decades of sustained practice and whose contributions have
helped shape the cultural landscape of Washington State. This milestone exhibition is part of
SOLA’s broader 10th Anniversary year, Carrying the Legacy Forward, honoring the enduring
vision of its founders and the community that continues to sustain it.

“It is an honor to recognize these accomplished women artists at Tacoma Art Museum,” said
Fidelma McGinn, SOLA Board President. “Experiencing their work together—spanning decades
of practice—is both powerful and rare.”

Rooted in Washington, SOLA Awardees have built lives in art that extend far beyond the
studio—through teaching, public commissions, mentorship, and deep engagement with their
communities. The influence of these artists moves across institutions, public spaces, and
generations of artists, forming an essential part of the cultural fabric of the Pacific Northwest.

Across disciplines, their work reflects a deep engagement with place, material, and time. Cedar
bark, salvaged objects, paper, glass, pigment—materials are not neutral, but carry histories that
are reworked and reimagined. Through processes of construction, mending, and transformation,
these artists give form to questions of ecology, identity, lineage, and the human condition.

“This exhibition is a tribute to the extraordinary women visual artists across Washington selected
by their peers as SOLA Awardees,” said Nichole DeMent, Executive Director of SOLA. “Our



co-founders, Ginny Ruffner and Marge Levy, believed deeply in celebrating artists while they are
here to witness it. This anniversary at Tacoma Art Museum brings that vision into full
expression.”

Rather than centering on a single theme, Decades in the Making is an acknowledgment of
women artists whose lives and practices have helped define the arts in Washington as we know
them today. Together, their work reflects the depth, complexity, and lived experience of a region
shaped over time.

Exhibition Details

Title: Decades in the Making: 10 Years of SOLA Awardees

Dates: July 18, 2026 — February 14, 2027

Opening Reception: Saturday, July 18, 2026 | 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM

Location: Tacoma Art Museum — Annette B. Weyerhaeuser Gallery

Presented by: SOLA (Support of Old Lady Artists) in partnership with Tacoma Art Museum

https://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/home/upcoming-exhibitions/
https://solaseattle.org/awardee-show-tam

Participating Artists:

Janice Arnold, Susan Bennerstrom, Gloria Bornstein, MalPina Chan, Ann Chadwick Reid, Mary
Coss, Jan Dove, Caryn Friedlander, Ellen George, Gail Grinnell, Lauren Grossman, Carol
Gouthro, Jan Hopkins, Eva Isaksen, Consuelo Soto Murphy, Natalie Niblack, Joan Stuart Ross,
Norie Sato, Blanca Santander, Jeanne Simmons, Lisa Snow Lady, Barbara Sternberger, Polly
Sutton, Tip Toland, Cynthia Toops, Mary Van Cline, Nancy Warden, René Westbrook, Karen
Willenbrink-Johnsen, and Linda Wolf

About SOLA

SOLA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that uplifts, recognizes, and preserves the legacies
of mature women artists across Washington State. Co-founded by Ginny Ruffner and Marge
Levy in 2016, SOLA has awarded more than $200,000 in unrestricted cash grants, support, and
honorariums produced over 30 SOLA Awardee Video Spotlights, and cultivated a vibrant
community dedicated to equity and visibility in the arts.

Learn more at www.solaseattle.org
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